
This newsletter is for educators and teachers
from Early Years to Further Education, letting
you know what we can offer you in growing a
great Arts and Culture curriculum for your
school or setting. 

We are funded by Arts Council England to provide schools

with training, resources, networks and connections. We work

with arts and cultural organisations from across the West

Midlands, run CPD programmes, champion the Artsmark

Award for schools and the young people’s Arts Award

programme. We are here to support you in giving your

learners the best arts opportunities. 

In this first edition we introduce you to the Arts Award and

Artsmark programmes, tell you about CPD and training

opportunities such as our Teacher Networks, and also about

our first conference on arts and creativity in early years. 

We produce a monthly e-newsletter containing information

about opportunities for your school to get involved in the

best in arts and culture across the region.

To receive this sign up at

www.artsconnect.co.uk 

Thank you for taking the time to

read this, and we look forward

to working with you.

Rob Elkington
Director, Arts Connect

rob.elkington@wlv.ac.uk

Welcome to the Summer 2017
issue of the Arts Connect
Education Edition

Education
Edition
SUMMER 2017
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Billesley Primary School in Birmingham
signed up in March 2016, and are on
their Artsmark journey.
Johanne Clifton, Executive Principal: 

GETTING GOING WITH ARTSMARK

Artsmark Development Days 27 April, 18 May,
8 June, 30 June
6 July, 13 July

The first step on your Artsmark journey. Reflect on what your
school is already doing, what you want to achieve through
Artsmark and get expert advice.

Writing your Statement of
Commitment refresher

16 June For those who have attended a Development Day, but would like
some extra support to complete their Statement of Commitment.

ON YOUR ARTSMARK JOURNEY

Case Study submission
deadline for Summer Term

14 July This is the last opportunity to submit your Case Study this
academic year.

Impact and Evaluation 16 May
20 June

For those who have submitted a Statement of Commitment and
thinking about how to evidence achievements in a Case Study.

Press and PR 27 June For schools who have submitted a Statement of Commitment and
would like to know how to publicise arts activities within the school.

Writing your Case Study 7 July For those ready to submit a Case Study, this support session will help
make sure you have covered all that you need to make the most of
your Artsmark journey.

OTHER EVENTS

Artists and Teachers
Tea Party

6 July
3 – 5.30pm

Meet representatives from regional arts organisations and find out
how you can work with them in the future.

Visit www.artsconnect.co.uk to book your place.
All of the events above are held at mac Birmingham, Cannon Hill Park, Birmingham B12 9QH.  

All About Artsmark

Over 220 schools in the West Midlands
are signed up to Artsmark.
Artsmark is awarded by Arts Council England. It was redesigned by teachers and relaunched in 2015. 
The new Artsmark award will help you to deliver a high quality arts and cultural education. 

Summer Term
CPD & Training Events...

To find out how the Artsmark process can benefit your school
contact our Artsmark specialist, Helen Frost at helen.frost@wlv.ac.uk
or call 0121 446 3204.

“The new Artsmark enables us to audit our
provision for the Arts and Culture in school and to
plan how we can achieve the highest possible
standards across the curriculum. Our children not
only achieve well in the Arts but across all
curriculum areas including English and Maths due to
the increased communication, reasoning and
problem solving skills they are developing through
working in the arts and towards Artsmark.” 

HELEN
FROST

Dates and events may be subject to change. Please check website for details.
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How to Catch a Moonbeam
and Pin it Down

moonbeams17.co.uk  
Delegate rates start at £75 per person (group rate for

10 delegates or more. Subject to availability).

Teacher Networks
Arts Connect is working with local partners to support

teachers with responsibility for the arts through specialist

arts teacher networks across all education phases, including

early years. Through regular meetings, these networks

(covering art forms such as dance, drama and art & craft)

provide opportunities for CPD, networking with colleagues

and partnerships with the arts and cultural sector. 

Karen Tooley, Lead Professional in Art at Lordswood

Academies Trust has been involved in the Secondary Art

teacher network since 2016.

“The secondary visual arts teacher network
provides a great platform to discuss
challenges and identify opportunities with
other art specialists, in a climate in which
most departments are only one or two
teachers.” 

There are teacher networks

across the West Midlands.

To find out if there is a

network near you and how

to get involved contact

Pepita Hanna,
Associate Director, Partnerships and
Investment at pepita.hanna@wlv.ac.uk
or call 0121 446 3204.

National Conference on Arts and
Creativity in Early Years
Monday 5 June 2017,
University College Birmingham  

We have been working with Nursery schools and early years

settings in the region to run a CPD programme for artists and

early years practitioners, inspired by the principles of the

Reggio Emilia pre-schools. We want to share this inspiration

wider and further on a national platform.

On 5 June we are running a one day conference in

Birmingham for early years practitioners, educators and artists

to meet prominent thinkers and expert practitioners,

challenge thinking on education provision, and discover how

to develop quality arts and creativity in early years.  

Speakers include:

Beatrice Merrick (Early Education)

Prof. Christine Pascal (Centre for Research in Early Childhood)

Darren Henley (CEO, Arts Council England)

Helen Moylett (Early Years consultant and writer)

Søren Emil Markeprand (Danish Forest School)

Dr Susan Young (formerly University of Exeter)

#moonbeams17

PEPITA
HANNA
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Arts Award
Arts Award is a range of qualifications awarded by Trinity College

London that support children and young people from age 6 – 25 to

grow as artists and arts leaders, inspiring them to connect with

and take part in the wider arts world. Through taking challenges in

an art form – from fashion to film making, pottery to poetry -

young people gain a nationally recognised qualification which can

support their progress into further education and employment. 

You can apply for a grant of £500 and training for two teachers to
support your school in introducing Arts Award. We have two application
rounds each year. We have recently awarded grants to special, primary
and secondary schools across the region. 

Get In Touch...

Grant support to get
Arts Award going in your school 

Since 2012,
18,000 young
people have
gained an

Arts Award in the
West Midlands

NEXT
ROUND OFARTS AWARDFUNDING
OPENS

JULY 2017

Check www.artsconnect.co.uk for details. If you are interested in
Arts Award, contact Helen Frost at helen.frost@wlv.ac.uk or call 0121 446 3204.

Arts Connect, mac Birmingham, Cannon Hill Park, B12 9QH

T: 0121 446 3204 E: artsconnectwm@wlv.ac.uk

www.artsconnect.co.uk

artsconnectwestmids         artsconnectwm

Supported by

Kelly Humphrey,

Creative Arts

Team Leader,

Unity Trust

"Our Arts Award Discover
in a Day programme has
been successful in
encouraging pupils to use
the arts as a vehicle to be
creative and grow in
confidence. It helps to
develop creative thinking
and presenting skills and
also allows children to be
individual in their
approach to practical
work. Our teachers find
that Arts Award is a great
way to assess progress
and award children who
excel in the arts – it is also
great for parents to see
their children recognised
for the wonderful work
that they produce."
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