
TABLE TOP MAPSTABLE TOP MAPS

In this activity we will use some pieces of wood, 
fabric, and bottle tops to create collaborative maps 
on the table tops. 
It could be
a) a map or plan of how you would improve your school grounds or local community
b) or a map of the most important places in your local community
c) or a map showing your journeys in to school

Resources
scrap wood, 

bo�le tops, fabric pieces, carpet 
samples and �les, pencils, post-it 

notes
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If you are thinking about how to improve your school 
grounds or local community:

 -try to remember what you see, and what are the most 
 important areas to you as a young person.   
 -think about what you like and dislike, and why?
 -think about what you would change, and why?

If you are thinking about the most important places in 
your community:
-try to remember what you see everyday as you go through
your local area  
-where do you go in your area, and how do you get there?  
-are there any places that everybody knows, or places that 
only you know
-are there places that have a lot of history?
-are the buildings close together, like terrace houses, or further 
apart?  Are there many shops or factories?
-are there any green spaces to go to or play in?

If you are thinking about your journey to school:
-think about how you make your journey to school.  Is it by bus, taxi, car, bicycle or 
walking?
-what can you remember about your journey?  What kinds of things can you see?  
-Do you pass any memorable buildings, or parks or houses? 
-Do you travel down quite roads or busy roads?  Narrow roads or wide dual-
carriageways?

Now use your materials to build a map 
of your area on the table top; you are 
working in a group so remember to keep talking to 
each other, and don't forget you are placing and 
arranging, so you can move and change your map 
as it develops!  Your map should show your ideas.  
Don't worry about how accurate your map is, after 
all you are working from memory!  What is 
important are your ideas, so use the post-it notes 
to label them for to see!  
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